
West Jessamine Middle School 
Organization Meeting Minutes 

March 7, 2017, 4:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Craig Sowders, Teacher Absent: Alison Calhoun, Teacher 

Rhonda Collier, Teacher Ashley Ellison, Teacher 
Tyler Crane, Teacher 
Michele Lunetta, Teacher 
Kathy Henderson, Teacher 
Jessica Zeitz, Counselor 
Brittany Grose, Teacher 
Brian Lunetta, Teacher 
Jennifer Howard, Teacher  
Kelly Winters, PTO Representative 

 
Meeting was called to order by Craig Sowders, Chairperson for Committee, at 4:01. 
  
Approve Agenda 

Motion to approve: Rhonda Collier, second Tyler Crane 
Approved by Consensus 

 
Approve of Minutes from Previous Meetings 

Motion to approve: Tyler Crane, second Kathy Henderson 
Approved by Consensus 
 

No Public Comments 
 
Old Business 

1. Student Showcase-  
a. Committee agreed by consensus not to purchase the ad from the Jessamine Journal due to 

cost. Committee agreed that Remind 101, marquee, Infinite Campus email, and team 
communication would be ok to disseminate information about the Student Showcase.  

b. Fazoli’s presale- Committee discussed the time of dinner for the Student Showcase. PTO was 
concerned about having enough time to serve dinner at 5:30 so the committee agreed by 
consensus to move serving time up to 5:15. PTO also asked for assistance with clean-up and 
the Rhonda Collier confirmed that the Service Club would be available.  

c. Craig Sowders mentioned the need for information to go home to parents about pre-sale of 
Fazolis. Jessica Zeitz will create information for the pre-sale of tickets to go on report cards.  

 
New Business: 

1. Development of 2017/2018 Bell Schedule 
a. Craig Sowders introduced the charge to the Committee to develop a bell schedule for the 17-18 

year.  



b. Mr. Simpson added the information that the incoming 6th grade class is 359 students and would 
increase class size to 36 students. Mr. Simpson added that they had met with 6th grade 
teachers and introduced some ideas including adding a 3rd team.  

c. Michelle Lunetta shared that Alison Calhoun had some ideas for keeping two teams and adding 
another content period to the two existing teams (math was used as example). The committee 
discussed how that would look and briefly discussed both pro’s (would keep the two team 
model) and con’s (less instructional time).  

d. Mr. Simpson brought up that keeping two teams would also keep team numbers high even 
trying to spread them out would still put each team to around 180 students.  

e. Committee was concerned about moving forward with schedule planning when there is several 
variables that will affect 6th grade schedule.  

f. Mr. Simpson provided information on Arts elective proposals for 2017-2018 that also need to be 
considered when developing the bell schedule.  

g. Kathy Henderson asked if passing time would be the same as this year- in particular, concern 
was about having the 2 minute passing time that was problematic this year. Craig Sowders 
responded that 3-4 minutes could be a possible solution and that the 2 minute passing time 
could be removed from scheduling. Matt SImpson discussed that staggered bell times would still 
be necessary to prevent overcrowding in the hallways.  

h. Mr. Simpson asked Jennifer Howard about the instructional time needed for Arts classes. 
Jennifer Howard added that  the time works- more time would be better but the schedule is very 
tight as is.  

i. Lunch schedules were also addressed. Concern was voiced about how we would structure 
lunches for the influx of additional students. Mr. Simpson added that he would take those 
concerns back to cafeteria staff and administration.  

j. Committee members brought up concerns about locations of where to put the additional 
students and staff. Mr. Simpson voiced some ideas about room locations including using the 
upstairs computer lab, PASS room, Health room, and Learning Lab room.  

k. Brian Lunetta voiced idea that each team would take take an additional staff and just add 
another class to the student rotations.  

l. Committee went back to the discussion about the bell schedule. We can plan for an 8 period 
day and a 6 period day for 6th grade until a decision is made. We can build Intervention/ 
Enrichment time into the schedule as needed.  

m. Committee brainstormed the timing of Interventions/ Enrichment and there was a consensus 
that the time would be best after Advisory and a two day a week model- Wednesday and Friday 
or Tuesday or Thursday- would provide a good school day opportunity.  

n. Brittany Grose requested additional minutes for the lunch periods to accommodate the 
transitions to and from restrooms.  

o. Craig Sowders mentioned that 1st period needs to be longer to accommodate the absorption of 
Advisory into 1st period. 



p. Committee agreed that a minimum of 3 minutes of passing time and no more than 4 minutes 
has worked for all teams and grade levels.  

q. Mr. Simpson provided a spreadsheet to assist with bell planning. Craig Sowders requested to 
work on the spreadsheet and develop several version of schedules for the committee to review 
at a later date this week. Committee agreed to reconvene on Thursday- March 9th at 8:00 am to 
review Mr. Sowder’s bell schedule options.  

 
Craig Sowders made the motion to adjourn at 5:17 and Tyler Craned seconded the motion. 
 

 
 
 


